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Rock	band	The	Metric	plays	at	McDonald	Theatre	on	Saturday,	Feb.	20.	(Alysse	Gaϔkjen)
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n	music,	sometimes	you	just	have	to	let	the	beat	keep	driving	you	on.	Metric’s	synthy,	introspective	electronic	pop‐rock	emerges
from	an	eclectic	background,	an	independent	outlook	and	a	willingness	to	keep	moving	forward.

Between	the	four	band	members,	they’ve	lived	in	India,	Great	Britain,	several	Canadian	provinces	and	a	handful	of	cities	in	the
United	States.	As	a	band,	they’ve	been	based	in	Toronto,	Montreal,	New	York,	Los	Angeles	and	London.
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Metric	began	as	a	duo.	Originally	named	Mainstream,	it	was	formed	in	Toronto	in	1998	by	Emily	Haines	(lead	vocals,	synthesizers,
guitar)	and	James	Shaw	(guitar,	synthesizers,	backing	vocals).

Three	years 	 later, 	 they	were	 joined	by	Joshua	Winstead	(bass, 	synthesizers, 	backing	vocals) 	and	Joules 	Scott‐Key	(drums	and
percussion).

They’ve	since	released	six	albums,	touring	the	United	States,	Canada	and	Europe	in	support	of	each	of	them.	Along	the	way	they’ve
picked	up	a	smattering	of	accolades,	including	multiple	Juno	Awards	and	a	Satellite	Award	nomination	for	“The	Twilight	Saga:
Eclipse”	theme	song	“Eclipse	(All	Yours),”	written	by	composer	Howard	Shore	and	Haines,	in	2011.

It’s	also	the	ϐirst	band	without	a	traditional	record	contract	to	land	a	Top	20	commercial	U.S.	radio	hit.

An	essential	ingredient	to	the	band’s	success,	Shaw	says,	is	that,	“We	just	kept	going	without	thinking	of	what	would	happen	if	we
stopped.	There’s	an	element	of	shut	up	and	keep	going.

“Every	time	we	thought	we’d	stop,	take	a	break	for	a	year,	it	didn’t	happen.	We’d	get	two	weeks	into	it	and	write	a	song.”

Shaw	describes	the	band’s	career	as	“a	blur	of	music	and	people	and	places	and	life	and	nights.	And	weed.	Let’s	be	honest,	there	was
a	lot	of	weed,”	Shaw	says.

“It’s	one	of	those	things	that	you’re	like,	one	day,	you	have	a	beer	in	one	hand	and	you	decide	to	get	in	a	van	and	go	play	a	show	in
some	city.	And	all	of	a	sudden,	it’s	15	years	later	and	you’ve	made	six	albums	and	you’ve	dedicated	your	whole	life	to	it.”

The	group’s	sixth	album,	“Pagans	in	Vegas,”	was	released	last	fall.

Metric 	may	be 	an 	electronic 	music‐making 	engine, 	but 	 its 	driving 	need 	 for 	autonomy	keeps 	 it 	 independent 	of 	 the 	Big 	Music
machine.	The	past	three	albums	were	released	on	the	band’s	own	label:	Metric	Music	International.

“We	own	all	the	rights	to	our	music,”	Shaw	says.	“We	did	everything	in	our	power	to	get	the	middleman	out	of	the	equation.
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“It’s	a	good	feeling,	because	being	beholden	to	that	machine	is	difϐicult	at	times.	The	machine	asks	you	to	bend	and	contort	in	ways
that	aren’t	comfortable.

“We	don’t	have	to	answer	to	anybody	except	the	fans,”	Shaw	continues.	“No	one	can	really	tell	us	what	to	do.

“If	we	want	to	tour,	we	tour.	If	we	want	to	make	records,	we	make	’em.	Our	fans	are	dedicated	and	awesome.”

While	the	current	24‐city	“I	Can	See	the	End”	tour	is	in	support	of	“Pagans	in	Vegas,”	Shaw	says	audiences	can	expect	songs	from
every	Metric	album.

“We’re	playing	songs	from	the	new	record,	but	we’re	playing	songs	from	every	record.	We	want	to	go	out	and	experience	the	band
we’ve	been	for	the	entire	time	we’ve	been	a	band.”

Metric	will	bring	its	independently	brewed	indie	rock	—	infused	with	elements	of	New	Wave,	post‐punk	revival,	synthpop	and
dance‐rock	—	to	the	McDonald	Theatre	on	Saturday.

Joywave,	an	American	indie	rock	band	from	Rochester,	N.Y.,	will	open	the	show.

“Expect	the	whole	Metric	shebang.”	Shaw	says.	“This	is	about	what	happens	when	we	get	into	the	same	room	as	(our	audience).
Sometimes	that	energy	goes	back	and	forth	and	back	and	forth	and	turns	into	rock	’n’	roll	church.

“That’s	why	we	show	up	every	day.”

Joanna	Bartlett	is	a	freelance	writer	who	lives	in	Eugene.	She	can	be	reached	at	joanna.y.bartlett@gmail.com.

Metric

Opener:	Joywave

When:	8	p.m.	Saturday,	Feb.	20

Where:	McDonald	Theatre,	1010	Willamette	St.

Tickets:	All‐ages	general	admission	$31,	$26	advance	(TicketsWest)

Learn	more	and	listen:	www.ilovemetric.com and	www.joywavemusic.com
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FLORENCE	—	Siuslaw	School	District	ofϐicials	are	grappling	with	a	spike	in	apparent	cases	of	hand,	foot	and	mouth	disease.	The	Lane	County	Public	Health	department
said	Friday	that	26	elementary	to	high	school‐aged	children	have	shown	symptoms	consistent	with	…

Fight between brothers leads to stabbing: Victim posts on Facebook “Nothing like getting stabbed and ending up at the hospital all night. Go 2016. LOL”

Woman’s body found Saturday positively identified

District attorney files Oregon State Bar complaint against Eugene lawyers representing Ammon Bundy

More	LOCAL	»
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In	1995,	Ani	DiFranco	released	her	sixth	album,	“Not	a	Pretty	Girl.”	The	album	contained	the	track	“32	Flavors,”	in	which	DiFranco	croons	in	her
unique	spoken‐word	style	that	she	is	a	“poster	girl	with	no	poster”;	she’s	“32	ϐlavors	…

Life During Wartime brings full-on Talking Heads experience

Brothers Comatose’s house music comes from their folks

Rickie Lee Jones shares her take on New Orleans in new songs

More	ENTERTAINMENT	»

GOOD WALKS

A	bit	of	magic	awaited	us	on	Goodman	Creek	Trail,	but	we	didn’t	know	it	yet.	We	had	picked	an	unseasonably	warm	and	sunny	February	day	to
hike,	and	so	it	felt	like	spring,	as	only	select	late‐winter	days	can.	…

Weekend events in Lane County for Feb. 27-28 and beyond

Equal parts beauty and bounty in edible landscaping

More	WEEKEND	»
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