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Bradley	Cook	took	this	photo	of	Buddy	Guy,	which	is	on	the	cover	of	Guy’s	latest	CD,	“Born	to	Play	Guitar,”	being	released	July	31.
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hen	Bradley	Cook	went	to	see	Buddy	Guy	—	a	musician	he’d	never	heard	of	in	the	early	’90s	—	he	didn’t	know	it	would
change	his	life.

“I	had	no	idea	he	was	the	in luence	behind	Jimi	Hendrix,	Stevie	Ray	Vaughn,	Eric	Clapton	and	all	these	other	great	guitar	players,”
Cook	says.	“I	fell	in	love	with	the	music	of	Buddy	Guy	from	that	moment	on	and	started	seeing	shows	any	time	he	came	to	Oregon.”
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Ten 	years 	 later, 	while 	Cook 	was 	 volunteering 	 as 	 a 	DJ 	 on 	KRVM	91.9 	FM 	playing 	old 	 school 	 blues, 	 he 	 received 	 a 	backstage
meet‐and‐greet	pass	for	a	Buddy	Guy	and	B.B.	King	show.	When	Cook	said	he	longed	to	see	Guy	more	often	in	Oregon,	Guy	told	him
to	come	out	to	his	club,	Legends,	in	Chicago	where	he	plays	every	weekend	in	January.	Cook	said	he’d	be	there.

“He	thought	I	was	kidding,”	Cook	says.

He	wasn’t	kidding.

The	following	January,	Cook	showed	up	at	the	Chicago	club.	“Buddy	was	sitting	at	the	bar	with	a	couple	of	friends,”	Cook	says.	Guy
asked	how	Cook	knew	him,	“so	I	explained	the	story.	And	that’s	when	I	started	taking	pictures	of	Buddy	Guy.”

Cook	didn’t	know	much	about	photography.	But	he	had	good	seats.	He	showed	up	at	the	club	at	6	a.m.	to	get	in	line	for	the	evening’s
show	and	made	friends	with	the	person	ahead	of	him	who	not	only	shared	his	front	row	center	table	but	introduced	Cook	to	the
band	and	to	Guy.

One	of	the	shots	from	that	night	turned	out	well	enough	that	when	Guy	came	to	Oregon	a	few	months	later,	Cook	printed	it	and	gave
it	to	him	to	keep.

The	two	repeated	this	process,	with	Cook	upgrading	to	better	cameras,	taking	more	pictures	and	giving	them	to	Guy.

“About	three	years	ago,	I	decided	to	really	step	up	my	game	and	bought	a	Nikon	D7000	and	went	to	Legends	with	that	and	did	a
shoot,”	Cook	says.

When	Cook	got	back	to	town,	he	enrolled	in	an	introduction	to	photography	course	at	Lane	Community	College.

“He	wanted	to	learn	how	to	get	control	over	his	camera,”	says	David	Stone,	photography	instructor	at	LCC.	“It’s	tricky	situations	he’s
working	under.	He’s	got	to	use	the	stage	lights	or	the	 lash	and	 igure	out	how	to	be	in	the	right	place	to	get	the	right	composition.	I
think	he’s	done	a	pretty	good	job.”

After	taking	the	class,	“I	had	a	better	understanding	of	what	I	was	doing,”	Cook	says.	“Since	then	I’ve	been	learning	more	and	more.”

It’s	paid	off.	When	Cook	showed	Guy	some	recent	photos	this	spring,	Guy	set	some	aside	and	said	he	wanted	to	use	them	on	his	new
album,	Cook	says.

“Then	he	started	giving	me	advice	on	how	he	wants	to	be	photographed	in	the	future.”

Cook	thought	perhaps	Guy	was	just	being	a	nice	guy.	But	a	couple	of	months	ago,	he	got	the	call	they’d	chosen	one	of	his	photos	for
the	album.	When	he	saw	the	album	cover	—	a	photo	of	Guy	playing	guitar	with	his	teeth	—	“I	about	cried	right	there	on	the	spot,”
Cook	says.	“Tears	welled	up	in	my	eyes.	It’s	such	a	dream	come	true.”

It’s	not	just	having	his	work	featured	on	the	album	of	a	blues	legend,	Cook	says.	“It’s	the	whole	history	of	the	blues.	It’s	a	fading
genre.	When	it	comes	to	Buddy	Guy,	he’s	the	last	man	standing	now.	He’s	the	only	one	that	can	honestly	carry	the	tradition	on.”

Guy’s	album,	“Born	to	Play	Guitar,”	releases	today,	the	day	after	his	79th	birthday	and	Cook’s	14th	anniversary	at	KRVM.

Joanna	Bartlett	is	a	freelance	writer.	She	lives	with	her	husband	and	children	in	Eugene.	Reach	her	at	joanna.y.bartlett@gmail.com.

The	Register‐Guard	doesn't	necessarily	condone	the	comments	here,	nor	does	it	review	every	post.	Not	seeing	your	comment?	Disqus	users,	have	you	veri ied	your
account?	Please	mind	our	rules	of	conduct	when	commenting.
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Oregon gun-sale background checks law gets off to rough start
| The Register-Guard

•

 — The purpose of this law is not to make it

harder for felons to purchase a firearm, though it may have some slight
possibility of accomplishing that. The real purpose is to …

Letters in the editor’s mailbag from Tuesday’s print edition |
The Register-Guard

•

 — I think Carl might sell trees.

Retired contractor specializes in upscale homes — for the
birds | The Register-Guard

•

 — What a great success story! What beautiful

creations! I'm at once inspired and in awe of the accomplishments!

Letters in the editor’s mailbag | The Register-Guard
•

 — Timid, timid Paul. How bold of you to finally weigh in on

abortion. Have you ever had one? Ever been pregnant? Having an
abortion is not a decision like "do you want to go to Chicago?" …
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1 Comment 1

• •

Bob Calder •

Sounds like a job well done. Photography is a compilation of talent and timing. Knowing what you are looking for and making the effort to be in
the right place at the right time. Everybody thinks they can buy a camera and call themselves a photographer. You can certainly take pictures,
but unless you make this same type of commitment to investing the time and treasure in both gear, technique and understanding composition,
you are just another guy with a camera. Very impressed by the way he went out to Chicago to take "The Shot". Well done.
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AUG.	11DUCKS FOOTBALL

Seven	months	have	passed	since	Oregon	capped	a	historic	season	in	the	national	championship	game	and	the	program	said	mahalo	to	Marcus
Mariota	for	the	…

New Oregon teammates Doug Brenner and Notre Dame transfer Matt Hegarty working well together on Ducks’ offensive line

Vernon Adams’ absence creates dilemma for Helfrich, Ducks

Symmonds bailed from Beijing

More	SPORTS	»

AUG.	11GOLF EXTRA

On	his	birthday	last	Tuesday,	Pinky	Murphy	played	his	regularly	scheduled	nine	holes	at	Laurelwood	Golf	Course	in	south	Eugene.	His	longtime
playing	partner,	Arnold	…

‘Shoulder blade theory’ stops your handsy swing

Three unlikely aces in Waldport

Speedgolf event changes venues

More	OUTDOORS	»

MAY	14HIKING

Hike	the	entire	length	of	the	North	Umpqua	Trail,	lovingly	called	“the	NUT”	by	some,	and	you	could	have	traveled	on	foot	across	the	widest	…

Hosmer Lake, pearl of the Cascades

‘Solemn’ coast trail one to remember

Wonderful waterfalls to the west

More	DISCOVERY	»
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